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Bakél‘, Underl Fire, Lenroot Leads
ooks Over Top on |
‘Freedom’s Frontier’

- &

Secretary Inspects Exposed |
First Line American
Positions

Has Narrow Escape
From Big Shell

Tells Rainbow Division It
Is Symbol of Na-
tional Unity

fiv The Assorinted Press|

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, March 19.—Secrelury '8:11_-«!1'
had his baptism of fire this morning
in the front line trenches, and while
he was returning a German shell hurft
within less than fifty yaras of lll:ﬁ
motor car. Ile was not injured.

The Secretary went into the trenches
in'm sector, the location of which must |
not be revealed, where American troops !
¢5ced the enemy near by, For half an |
hour he plodded over the duckboards.
The Germans muintained an active firg
with heavy pieces and machine guni.
Nevertheless, Mr. Baker made his way
tp an advanced sap, entered a listening
post and talked for several minutes
with the seldier on duty there.

But the narrowest escape was on his
roturn to headguarters. A Germun shell,
of 105 millimetres, roared down and
burst cleanly, less than fifty yards
from the automobile containing the
Secretary of War and the escorting
officers. The shell hit a roadside dug-
out, digging a big crater. JMr. Baker|
wizhed to stop and ascertain whether
there were men in the dugout, but the
chauffeur, realizing the danger, opened |
the throttle and made his bost speed
until .T.hc danger zone was passed. |

Refuses To Give Up Trip

Thiz was the Secretary's hardest and |
most exciting day in France. On Mon- |
dav evening, accompanied only by a|
general commanding a division and one |
other officer, he motored to a point|
accessible to the sector aelected for[
his inspeetion. He dined and slept inl
the chateau of French friends ¢f the |
ameers. Reétiring early, the Seeretary
arpze at 4 o'clock in the dark of an
evercnat, cihill  March day. Taking
breakfnszt quickly, he drove through the
misty dawn to his destinatien.

As lines were approached the |
steady reverberation of gunsg signalled
great activity of the artillery. This
was confirmed when, on arrival, i% was
found tha! the road selected for ap-
proach to the trenches was under brisk
I . indeed, the firing was so
to cause the pgeneral con-
: : ion for the safoty, |
of hiz distinguished guest. He eon-
deavored to dissuade Mr. Daker from |
going on with the expedition, explain-
ing the dunper. But the Secretary over-
protest. Accordingly, another
was reiuctantly selected.

the

11K

Borrows Boots From Colonel

The party redéntered the mofor car
and was driven to the seieceted point,
a2 far forward as motoring was safe.
With the gencral and the other officer
Mr. Buker alked over the shell- |
eratered region to a communicwtion
trench, e wore civilian clothes, cov- |
ered with a trench coat, khaki bresches
and boots borroewed from a colone] of
aspomt his size., He also put o
thrzpne] helme

The Seeretary was first put through
! r gay mask drill, He carried |
N3 mask siung at the preseribed poai-
tion when he went in, A sentry halted

o

e party as it was entering the trench
and de 1ded a pass.

“"I'}"f.vl on commander and Secretary
of War” replied the general.

“Didn’t you know that was the Sec-
retary 77 the sentry was asked, as the |
passed by, !

siry ng, sir,” stammared the

nfused saldier,

Mr. Baker displayed the Keenest
gariasity | the surroundings, o
im, asking explanations of
iar thing, its purpose and
ntly breaking in with

Yory

el
uie, and

Mierrogations as  technieal matters
were I‘-“'I-"-'.' explained. Several times |
e asked the ealibre of shells which
burst close by,

Wy

Ah, t
tiaimed, wh
American tre

a machine gun!' he ex-
n one opened up from the
neh,*

Questions Soldiers

Often th Secretary stopped to speak |

Y the asding homely guestions |
_'\.I{t:g\ as: etl, how is it going?” or |
}’n_: re #re you from?” |
T !'m_u_ st or “Going very well, sir,” |
‘Aa.s the al reply. Onee he See- |
*eiary awked a private if much was
Bang on. "Ity pretty quiet, sir,” came |
iNE Gupy ros peaiae, I
Mr. Baker's gquestione showed fa-
T;Ll;if't‘-r with trench conatruetion and
n-,;mlllr’ h '-r*,__')l.-hmh had becn painedoe
Ao -'.1'. There was nig mistaking
'i' iirestrained und eager intereat,

(o TOnns from Ohio were among those
::":_"“i '»f’_‘rl'*la. Several of the men
and b r._-J-.-‘”, peravnally to Mr. Baker,
,'.jr";‘ talked freely with them about
““-d “ufn”w and families. One man
i war from lowa, another from
A f':, Hr? Secretury Kept up run-
B iament upon the strangeness of
rmm“'lfuf_'li"ﬂr-"frn under which men
di "-“'-_-"r Ameries were fighling in
#ant Franes, Ornes he remarked: *[
fram farm to factory at |

Ve heen
wome, and now | am in the front line,”
Peeks Into No Man's Land

Finally, notwith
) thatanding the protests
?f the officer, Mr. Baker made his wiy
Fough the sap to the listening pont

€eping over the parapet inte N
a0'e Land, he said;

n‘a’?v Iam on the frontier of free

”I']'in feeretary asked the listening
e TEOLEY AT he smw Germans often.
N0 very often, wir,” wan the re- |
Then he mzked whether the

 Continued on }ch-t-’ﬁagc

| administrative agencies is stricken out,

| reau should be abalished he should ve-

Boche "Plane Drops ;
Gas in Rubber Balls |

By The Associated Press)

WITH THE AMERICAN
ARMY IN FRANCE, March 19.—
A German airplane, both last
night and this mosning, flew over
the American sector northwest of
Teul and dropped rubber balls
eighteen inches in diameter filled
with liguefied mustdrd gas. This
is the first time, so far as is
known, that an airplane has been
thus employved.

The effect of the gas was not
serious, but the American troops
were infuriated by what they
termed the “dirty warfare.,”

‘3;11_;;11 Wins
First Fight on |
Overman Bill

Committee Votes|
to Report Measure,
11 to 7 |

Senate

By C. W. Gilbert 5
WASHINGTON, 20,—The
Senate Judiciary Committee to-day ra-

Mareh

ported fuverably the Overman bili
The wvote in the committee wns 11|
to 7. Three Hepublicans, Senators

Borah, Colt and Nelson, vated in favor
of the report. Two Democrats, Hoke
Smith and Reed, voted against it.

The bill, as it comes out of commit-
toe, not amended in any essential
particular, excent so far as the pnweré
given io the President ta create new

i5

This amendment was amreed to by the
Adminiztration enrly in the discussion
over the biil. Evidently the power to |
make that particulnr change is not es- !
sential to the purpose, which the Presi-
dent has in mind. !
One amendment adonted by the com-
Mmittee providas that in  ease the
President dhould eonclude that any hu-

port his conelusions to Congress with
his  rvecommendations. This amend-
ment wus intreduced by Senator Boral,
who believes that great gain will como
from abolishing bureaus and consoli- |
duting their funclions with these of |
other bureaus,

Report Means Victory
For President Wilson

The favorehle report means that the
President has won his fight, at Jeast so |
far as the Judiciary Committee is con- |
cerned.  The members of the emmnmit- |
tee hield out for information from the |
White House us to what would be done
with the powers asked for in the bill,
which eriginated with President Wil-
son. They felt that it waa improper
or them to give the Executive a blank
chieek to fill out a3 he chose, without
even indieating to them in advanée

how he was likely to fill it out.

The President did not yield. He did
a good many things to improve rela-
tions with ess,  Ile took  the
Military Committee of hoth

houges into the conlidenee of the War |
Department. He himself beeame more
accessible to Senators and Representa-
ives. The exccutive departments gen-
crally began to show greater courtesy
to members of the lewislative braneh
of the government. But the President
remuined adamant to the request that
the Senate be enlightencd on the Over-
man bill,

The same 1zsue will be fought sut all
ver again cn the floor of the Senate, '
probably with the Same resuit in the
end.  Senators will demund that they
he told what the Preosident wants to
do with the powers the Overman bill
provides before voting the grant i
these powers, An attempt will be
made to substitute the war eabinet hill
or the munitions miniatry hill for the
Overman bill, but it probably will not
succeed. The debate wiil be prolonged, |
Months will be wasted which, if the
pazsage of thiz hill is essential tosl
speeding up  war preparations and |
proper organization for war, will great- |
ly delay our effective partieipation in
the struggle in France,

No Sign of Any
Concession by Wilson

The Senate means to fight, and there
s no sign yer that the President willl
make any concession. If he would !
make the slight concession of telling|
just what he wants the powers for the
paseage of the bill would he greatly
expedited.

There is a resl seue involved, though
1t 18 not the issue about which most!
i heard. 1t i3 not the ecnormity of
the powers ssked Tore Some Senators
candidly say that the powers given to!
Administration under the

the war
finarnee bill are much more vital to
the ecountry than those propesed in

the Overman hill, -

The real issue is whether Congress
ia to abdieate. further in favor of the
Fxccutive than it already has, Hithoer-
te it han gpranted powers hfu.-r' tically,
after full explanation of the use (o
whieh they are to be put.  In the Over- |
man bill it iz proposed Lo give an order
in blank fur powers to reorganize the
executive branech of the government ua
the President nees fit

Passing the hill at the bare demand
of the Administration, with no explana-
tion votchsafed, means s still further
aggrandizement ol the executive at the
expenne of the legislative. ;

Ihie quarrel would be n pretty ane if
the country were not at war, But for
two eobrdinate branchen of the govern-
ment Lo stand upon their dignity while
the country 14 ub war is not creditable
to our capacily for null'-lgcu\.rl.-rn_rnvnlt.'
Only one rexult cun come if the f'r'!.‘rﬂ-
dent holds out the surrendgr of Gou-
gress after months have been lost,

wauld
FAmerican wrus,

K

Senate Kills !

Thompson by | Drys’ Hopes |

Safe Majority

Late Returns Give Represen-
tative 2,326 ngr La
Follette's Man

MILWAUKEE, March 20.—Move or
less  complete returns from every
county in the state to-night sustained
the lead of Representative Irvine L.
Lenroot, loyalist candidate Tor the Re-
publican nomination for United States
Senator, in yesterday's primaries.

Belated returns gave him 68,532
votes, or 2,326 more than reeeived by
James Thompson, the La Follette can-
didate.

Not to Withdraw

Thompson did not concede defeat
pending complete returns, but at Mari-
nette a big meeting of farmers preeted

Lenroot, who addressed them, as vie-
tor, amid prolonged eheers. Mr. Len-
root denied a rimor that, to make cer-
idin of defeating Vietor Rerger, the
Socialist candidate, who 15 under in-
dietment for alleged violation of the
espionage net, he would withdraw in
favoy of Joseph B, Davies, Democratic
candidate,

. “The, report that T would withdraw |
{in faver of Mr. Davies is absolutely

without Toundation,” he said. “We have
made the fight in the Republican party
on the loyalty issuc and have won it,
notwithstanding the efloris ot cortain
parties to place the stamp of disloyalty
upoil the Republican party”

On the lace of the latest returns

By 25 to 24

IWets Take Their Foes by
Surprise in a Hot
Battle

Ratification Beaten
Finally for Session

Prohibitionists Fail to Re-!
. vive Old Hill-McNab |

Resolution ;

[Staf Correspondence]
ALBANY, Mareh 20.—The Senate to-

day, by a vote of twenty-five to twenty-

four, killed an attempt of the drys to

revive the Hill-MeNab resolution, rati-

fying the Federal Prohibition Amend-
mont.  Thiz, coupled with the defeat
administered to the drys in the As-
sembly yvesterday, spells defeat for vat- |
ifiteation by this Legislature, in thc|
opinion of its leaders, . |

This view is also shared by the lead- |
ers of the drys in the Legisluture. But |
hope was not dead in the heart of ai |
least one dry, William . Anderson,

| American

Trotzky Wants
U. S. Officers
To Train Army

Also Asks

gineers to Reorganize

American En-

Railways

| By Tha A=zorfated Tres:|
MOSCOW, March 19— Leon Trotzky,
fovmer Bolshevik Foreign Minister, has
asked the American Military Mizsion

| for ten American officers to assist him

as inspectors in organizing and train-
g a new volunteer army, and hasg re-
quested the services of American rail-
way engincervs and {ransportation ex-
perts to assist in the reorganization of
the railways.

rvallway cquipment in
way of locomotives and ears.

' There has been a marked change in
the attitude of the
Soviet povernment, Theo Entente mis-
giond ale no longer rushing away from
Russia. The English, French, Ameri-
cans, alinng and Herbians now have
military missiens in Moscow, and they
are taking quarters, as they cxpeel to
remain. There are many signs of ro-
newed cobperation between Tussia and
the Allies.

tusgia’s relationa with
are unchanged, M. Tehitcherin, the
Bolshevik Foreign Minister,
in an interview with The Associated
Press corvespondent to-day.

More friendly relations were being
establishid with the United Stules, he
added, and he commented upon Presi-
dent Wilson's message Lo Llussia

the Entente

IT WOULDN'T TAKE LONG IF WED ALL FORM A BUCKET BRIGADE
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Davies had 54,173 votes, eompaied with
13,262 for Iir, Charles MeCurtly. The
same  advices made the vote
36,645,
*Mr. Lenrool's eampaign Tur the elee-
Lion, April £, 15 expected to start at
onee, )
Political chservers studied President
Wilson's eonpratulatory messapge to Mr.
Davies closely and saw in it a pro-
gramme of attack on Lenrcor. The
President commended Mr. Davies for
Mis position on the MelLemorn pesola-
tion, the embargo issue anl the armed
neutrality hill, My, Lenroot ts said to
have voted for the MeLemors presolu-
tion, ‘which would have hojred Amer-

joger

Ctenns from belligerent ships, and o o

emberee which
deprived the Allies of
These wese queslions
hafore the United State: catered the
v, but Davies's fviends sy they wiil
be found among the arrows i+ Kis eam-
paign auiver,

While Lenvoot and Davies were mak-

specch  advoeated an

huve

ing ready for the eampaien, Thompso

managers #tillodeclined 1o coneede the
eleetion.

My, Lenreot earried the counties in
his Congressionnl districr Ly good mn-

Jorities, o anpears to have heen o
Tavorite with The Scandinavian ele-
menl, Among the Secandinsyian coun-

tiea in his eolumn are Bavron, Dunn,
Eau Claire, Javkson and Trempeleau,
the lust by nosmall mujority. e cnr-
pled the old settled Amerienn countics
in the soguthern part of the state,
among them Crawford, Grant, lows, La
Fayette, Racine, Rock, Walworth and
noshia,

publican counties which, in nddition to
Roek mrnd Waelworth, includeé HBrown,
Door and Washburn, Mr., Lenroat Jost
Ouitgamie, one of the counties carried

| two years sigo by Senator La Follelfe's |

opponent, This e n Germnn county,
T
(Republicanyg Swre Lenroot qwill
Defeal Dm'ir:u--!pn puye 0.)

He wlso earried the conservalive 1'!{'.-].

liead of the Anti-Saloon League, who |
declared to-night that ratification is
not dead for the session. But he was
alone in his belief. |
The vote sounding the death knell oFI
| the hopes of most of the drys was not |
{ taken until long past 7 o'¢lock fo-night, |
after the Senate had gone through the
bitterest most exhaustive debate
in years. For nearly cight hours both |
sides Toupght, the wets shouting *hy-
poerizy!'" and the drys erying “evasion”
L and Ybud faith."”

The drys had preparcd te move the
discharge of the Committee on Taxa- !
tion and Hetrenchment from furiher
consideration of the Hill-MelNab reso-
lution. But the wels aprang 8 surprise |
on tuem by reporting out the resolutivn
smoended into & hill submitting the en-
tire question ta the people hefore the
drys could make o move,

Senntor George B. Wellington, Re-
publican, who joiged hands with Sen-
ator William I1. Iill, of Broome, also a !
i Republican, in conducting the fight for
the drys, then moved thet the riles be

wnd

Continued on Last Page

Peace Drive on Germany

| Doomed lo Fail

second in series . of specinl

The the
| articles by
William C. Dreher

on the presenl inlernal conditions in
the enemy

the land of |

on Page 7 |

| Bolsheyiki

(I
5

=

o

shiowing that Anierica would not take,
| apgressive sction against her

Lenine that he
intengd

with the other

Premicr
does

ANNoOuNE24
to form
Socinlist parties,
states 7hat the vacaneies in the pov-
ernment cansed by vesignations in pro-
test against the ratification of the peace
treaty will be filled by Bolsheviki.
Leon Trotzky's rveply to the Allies’
inquiries concerning reports that the
|'I.'Ll'i H'I_'I“ll(l

nat a

“Send trained
I will give you

siberinn Railway, was:
officers and investizate.
a train.”

The effer was zeeepted, and to-night
Cuptain Williamm I, Webster, of
American Red Cross, and Captnin W.
1., Hicks, of the British Military Misa-
gion, left for Trkutsk, Tehita and other
points where the Germans are reported
to be provided with rifles, field picees
and ammnnition

(Germuans close to Petrograd und
Muoseoe, on puge 4.)

President Orders
Flowers for Victims
Of the Tuscania

WASHINGTON, March 20.- Touched
by o picture of the unmarked graves
of the Tuzcania vietims buried on the
Seatbish eonst, President Wilzon eabled
Ambasandor Page at London to buy for
him a suitable floral tribute and have
it placed on the resting place of the
soldiors. | .

The Secoteni people in the towns
where the Tuseania vietims were bur-

|jod ave started a movement to place
| monuments

over the graves of the
Americans, the people owning the land
having granted their use for cemetery
PULDCICHE.

He has also asked for
the |

declared |

i

coaiition |
I
but !

thousands ot |

German and Austrian war prisoners i |
§ : m

Siberia, who now threatened the Trans-

the |

Dutch Ships Seized by Allies

| LONDON, March 20.—Eleven vessels of 1.600 tons or more and
{ six smaller craft were sunk by mine or submarine last week, the

Admiralty announced to-night.

three small ships.

unusual size.

‘Aged Skipper Forces Sub-!

marine to Submerge and
Crew to Obey

AN ATLANTIC PORT, Maieh 20—
The story of how Captain Davig Lowe,
a deour, eiglty-yvear-uld Scotch ship
commander, fought off a subwarine and
subdued a mutinous erew ot the same

day when hi. veszel, a British tanker,
veached this port.
Captain Lowe

is a powerful, Taw-

ing abont every sea in the werld,
when his buattered littie vessel, with
ane of itz life-boats smashod and its
super-structure generally dw:naged by
| the U-bopat's skivapnel, droppad anchor.
1(?&1;)1.n1n Lowe was reluctant ta tell of

|
|
|

.. |
|hiq heroie fizht, a3 if il were nothing
Jout of the crdinary.

But from a loval memhber of the crew,
the story leuked out. We told of how

on the morning of Februsry 20, with
Captain Lowe in command of a mixed
Llack und white erew of twonty, and
a gun crew of three.
U-Boat Attaclks Ship

The tankey was out of port culy three
hours when things began to happen.
Three miles off-on the starbeard side,
the periscope of a U-boatf appcam':i,
racing 1n n parillel course. Within
a {ow minutes, the submarine rose to

fire. )
Captain Lowe saw

alow tanker at its case and riddle
| with shots. There was nothing to do
but fight for it or sutrendew and Dbe
aken off. )
IL”{\'I}H.- the doughty old skipper stond
| b the wheel and steered his eraft in
|a mig-zug course lo Il.tl’(l‘d'l Ihlr-‘shr::]:!.
[whieh were by that time raining all
about, the naval gunnets began to give
Lanswer, Captain Lowe called on his
| erowe Lo help the gunnera by passing
lammunition from the lln'!d._

The white members of the crew as-
sisted with a vim, Wheyg it came t‘?!
& number of negro fivemen, out of

it was another matter, They refused
to obey the captain's ovders to come on
deek, The situation looked bad -uut.:l
Captain Lowe toek it into his own
gnarled hands.

Negro Sailors Bealen

Tie snatched up a heavy capstan .hm'
and went down alone to where Lhe five-
men were standing, defiant. W hat hap-

28 1 1 w
Eninutt- the negroes came pouriag up
on. dock, several of them badly dam-
aopd, others frichtened, but all willing

erenee to the "O1d Man's” wrath.

From the first moment ef the atiack
Captain Lowe had been sending out
wireless fiashes for help, and the
U-boat gunners made the wireless ap-
F;tlg‘:tu'l'hey fired thitty-eight shots in
all, to nineteen by the tanker.

e battle was brought to an abrupt
finish with the tanker’s last shot, ,I-\s
|'it dropped near I.h‘n conning tower the
| submarine ceaged liring and submerged
immediately.

;Japan Agrees to
Give 150,000 Tons

(It o Japaness Cotrespondenl)
| N FRANUCISCO, March 20.—lJapan
| iaz deeidad to turn over to the United
:Stutes 150,000 tons of her merchant
ships in exchange for the American
| stael, without which her shipbuilding
industry cannot be maintained, ac-
coriding to cabled dispatches from Tao-
Liv to n Japanese papeér here, The ‘ne-
potintion has been tortuous and has ta-
ken  pood deal of time, but the logie
| of neceszity has told upon the Japan-
esa ship owners at last,

What portion of the 150,000 tons te

{o faes the U-beatl's missiles in pref-|

s the main object of their at- | couniry could put forwacd,” said the

Premier, “hecause it would bring Homae |

time almost single-handed, was told to-

| whizh

boned sailerman, with the coarage horn |
of seventy yeara, boy and marn, knock-
Ho |

In the three sweeks the losses were fourteen large and four
small ships, twelve large and six small ships, and fifteen large and
Last weelk, therefore, was well under the recent
caverage of tonnage sunk, unless some

of the craft sunk were of

Tswo fishing vessels were lost, the Admiralty statement says, and
eleven merchantmen were unsuccessfully attacled.

| ships at British ports numbered 2,098, and the sailings 2,317.
Allies toward the | - =

The' arrivals of

Fights U-Boat 6,000,000 Tons
And a Mutiny | Sunk in Year,
At Same Time Says Geddes

Losses Now Exceeding Out-
put by Only 100,000
Tons Monthly

LONDON, March 20.—One of the
mast important statements on the ship-
ping situation ever made in this coun-
try was the speech delivered in the
House of Comimons to-day by Sir Erie
Campbell Geddes, ¥irst Lord of the
Admiralty., He appeased the demand
has become general recently
that the country should be teld the
exact amount of the shipping losses,
and he also announced the appoint-
nient of Great Britain's foremost
builder, Lord Pirrie, chairman of the

II[m‘mnd & Wolff Shipping Company,

the ship haq left a British port carly |

| attondively

. |
the aurfaes, until it was awaszh in tht'.!
heavy seas, and immediataly opcnud|

that when it came |
to speed the U-boat could cirele th'ct:i
i

harm’s way in tho bowels of the ship, |

ned then he refused to tell, but in a |

as  controller
shipbuilding, /

Lord Pirrie will not be a member of
the board of the Admiralty, but he
will have direct access to tha Premier
and the War Cabinet, His appoint-
ment, it is indicated, will be receivea
with the preatest satiafaction,

Sir Eric's speech was a simple state-
ment of facls, with no oratorieal sen-
tences, but ke was listened {o more
than the most ecloquent
orators in the government. He spoke
during the debate on the navy ship-
building bill.

Figures on the shipping output and
tonnage losses of Great Britain will be
published regulavly hereafter,®8ir Eric
announced, it weuid not be in the na-
tional interest, however, to give the
tonnage of losses up to date, the First
Lord added.

Decrease 2,500,000 Tons

The world’s tonnage, exclusive of
eiemy ships, had fallen 2,500,000 from
the beginning of the war tg the end of
1017, he stated.

The amount of tonmage sunk in the
last twelye months waa 8,000,000, said
Sir Evie, instead of 9,500,000, as the

general of merchant

| Germana claim.

The merchant tonnage produced in

| the Tourth gquarter of 1314 wag 420,000,

he said, and it hag fellen steadily since,
. The total Allied and neutral tonnage
18 now 42,000,000, Sir Eric stated, the
fact that it is at this figure being
largely due to the new construction by
the United States and the seizure of
German ships, &
Sir Erie,

the Allies werae ayeraging

within 100,000 tons monthly of mak-

ing their losses good, and were then
replacing 75 per cent of their lost ton-
nage,

In the debate
Eric's statement Premier Lloyd George
believed that by special exertion the
defici - of 120,000 fons monthly in
British shipping could be made good,
thereby making it impossible for the

enemy, whoe was unable to defeat the

Allies in the feld, to defeat them by

| the process of destvoying thieir trade.

!of_ the grand fleet at his own Tequest, |
with the express objeet of dealing with |

Of Shipping to U. S.

“This would do more to shorten the
war thun eny individual effort the

to the enemy that however long he

| went on with the war he would never

be able to defeat us.”
Jellicoe Removed at Own Reluest
ilr. Asquith made the interesting
revelation that Admiral Sir Johp Telo
licoe had been removed from comméand

the submarine mensce.
Discussing new tonnage, Sir
Geddes said that the output was very
low in 1915, and reached its lowest
point in 1818, This decline had been

coincident with the incrensed output

" disorganized

of munitions, and hefore the intensi.
fied submarine war begen Great Britain
was 1,400,000 tons to the bad,

Forty-seven Shipyards at Work

At the present time, Sir Eric Geddes
said, the forty-zeven shipyards, swith

200 berths, were engaged on

going merchant vessels,
The shipyard work was completely
during the first two years

CeeRND-

. of the war from various causes, he ex-

| plained,
' been

be handed over to the United States ab

| onee 18 Trom the Japanese shinping al- |
ready in commission is not stated in
the report. The ships, however, which
aro acceptable to the United States are
of comparatively new construction,

The cabled reports state that the
tranafer of the Japanecse ships to the
Amenrican flag will take place within a |
very short time.
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| sufiicient

but, nevertheless, there
aj) enormoits fccom
the shipbuilding industry,
for the last quarter of 1917 was 420,000
tons, as against 213000 tons for the
last quarter of 1916, while during the
last nguarter of 1915 it had been only
42,000 tons,
When the controller of construction
took over the shipyards there were
fifty large merchant ships in various
stages of construction upon which
work had been stopped for lack of
materigl or of labor,
the Tirat Lord, and in many cases
they were congesting the shipyards,

had

I't wna well within the cnpncit% of |
rit-

the Allied yards, and even of the

[ ish yards, Sir Evic declared, to make !
| guod the world's losses if given an ade-

Continued on Next Page

During the last quarter of 1917, said|

which followed Sir |

Erie|

plishment by |
The output |

said |

lscter of these negotiations was made

After Holland Rejects Terms
Under Pressure by Germany

&

17 Biitah Shins Liostiliasti\t ek

[;Million Tons Taken
| Over; 77 Vessels
Added to Amer-

| ican Marine

‘To Be Used Mostly
For Food Trade

Holland’s Interests To
Be Protected, Says
Wilson; Navy to
Man Craft

WASHINGTON, March
Holland’s refusal, in the face of Gor-
man threats, to pput into effect her
| voluntary agreement for vestoring her
merchant marine to normal activity,
the United States government to-night
requisitioned all Dulch ships in Ameri-
|'can waters. At the same time Great
Britain was taking over Dutch vessels
in British ports.

Although the ships have been taken
over without any formal ngreement,
the .United States proposes 1o carry
out serupulously the terms of the
original pact, so that Holland shall re-
ceive ample foodstuffs and will be pro-
tected in her colonial trade by having
sufficient tonnage to maintain its com-
| merce, )

A total of seventy-seven ships of
probably 600,000 tons were added to
the American merchant marine by the
requisitioning, Another 400,000 tons
are put into the Allied service by
Great, Britain's action. Most of them
will be used in the food carrying trade
between the Uniled States and Europe.

Germany Blocked Agrecment

In a gtotement outlining tho negotia-

tions which preceded the requisition-
ing, President Wilson pointed out that
the permanent agreement with the
Duteh government hed been blocked
by Germany despite the little king-
dom's acute need of foodstuffs, for
| which the agreement provided. A
temporary agrecment then was® ne-
gotiated to tide over the emergency,
and that, too, was held up by Prus-
| sian diplomaey.
| ‘Although the Teasnn never waa
formally expressed,” the President
said, “it was generzlly known that the
Duteh shipownera fearcd Iest their
ships should be destroyed by German
submarines. That this fear was not
wholly unjustitied has unhappiiy peen
shown by the recent act of the German
government in sinking the Spanigh &hip
Sardinero outside the danger zone,
when carrying a cargo of grain for
Switzerland, and after the submarine
commander had ascertalned this fact
by an inspection of the ship's papers.”
. Tor two montha the proposcd agree-
ments lay in diplomatic pigeon hioles
without aetion, and meanwhile, the
President says, “German thiemts have
grown more vielent.! The final pro-
posal to Holland was transmitfed on
March T and set last Monday aeg the
rtime by which a reply was wished.

Act of Military Necessily

Failing to reeeive a favorable reply,
the United States proceeded to requisi-
tion the ships as diztated by military
necessity.

As late as 6 o'elock last night it was
disclosed that 'resident Wilzon during
the day had been informed of the de-
lay in the Dutch reply, with the re-
quest that he indicate whether or not
the requisitioning should proceed, He
legided to awaittne formal renly, which
~proved unaeceptabic, slthough undey
| uther eonditions it wmight have served
g5 4 basis for furthes negotiations.

The President's proclamation was is-
| sued immediately, authorizing the navy
to take over the vessels, which will be
lequipped and operated by the Navy De-
artment and the Shipping Board, the
Juteh crews hbeing supplemented by
| American ¢ivilian sailors and naval re-
serviata, Compensation will be made
to the owners as required by law.

Every effort was made {o avoid dras-
| tie aetion, as transizy by agreement
was sought, rather than by seizure, al-
| though the latter is an exercise of sov-
| ereign rights justifiad in international
! law und practized by all nationa,

Order in Effect at 7:05 P, M.

Secretary Daniels announced that the
| nuval order actually taking over the
ships went into effect at 7:06 o’clock.
Through the Bureau of Navigation, the
department began several days ago to
conecentrate at the ports where the
gnips are lyving the naval reservists
who are to form the new crews, It is
| not expected that there will be enough
of these available to completely man
all the ships taken over, but fairly
complete fireroom  and  engineroom
| forces mlready have been selected, with
part of the deck forees for most of the
ships,

Some of the Dutch sailors will be
used and the others will be kept in this
| eouniry if they wish, their wages being

paid by the United States government.
Those who desire to return to Holland
will be transferred there as fast as ac-
commodations can be found.

Final disposition of the tonnage al-
lotted to this government will be a
mtter for future conference between
the executive departments, It s
thought probable that the tankers at
least will be added to the naval supply
flotilla. i

President Wilson's statement in full
follpws;

“For some months the Unitad States
| and the Entente Alliex have been eon-

ducting negotintions with the Dutch
government with the object of conclud-
ing a general commercial agreement.

“A very clear statement of the chap-

cn March 12 to the Duteh Parlinent
bt;rl?l"a oxcellency, the Minister of Foy-
¢ A.ﬂ'“ﬂ' of sHolland, Aa annases
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